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Ira Tubbs of Superior to Coach at Miami U 
Inventor of Sport Equipment Retired Years Ago; Teaches Tricky Football Plays 
 
Superior, Wis. – Ira Tubbs, the once mighty little man of Superior (Wis.) Central High and Superior Teachers’ college is 

going back to the football wars as head coach at Miami University, Miami, Fla. 

Tubbs, the man who developed Ernie Nevers of Stanford and John Hancock of Iowa while coaching at Central, has been 

resting on the oars the last four years as a result of profitable patents he holds for football equipment. His laceless 

football and basketball, sold by the thousands, patent football cleats and elastic back pants, used by every manufacturer, 

have provided enough to keep him in Miami, Fla., the last four winters, with summers spent in Superior. On easy street, 

he nevertheless chooses to have another shot at football, from which he retired in 1930. 

“Once a coach” 

“There’s no explaining it,” said Tubbs at his home here after President Ashe of Miami informed him of his appointment. 

“Once a coach, always a coach. It must be like fishing. I know all about the grief and mental agony any coach goes 

through but I’m hoping to have some fun, too, at Miami.” 

Tubbs believes there is a future in football at Miami; that southern football is just coming into its own and he aspires to 

put the school on the football map in an important way. While he goes there minus the “big school” reputation of many 

a coach, he is, nevertheless, a football coach’s coach and will provide Miami fans with some entertaining strategy, as 

coaches around the Wisconsin Teachers’ college conference will testify. 

Tubbs, perhaps more than any other man, is responsible for the fame of Ernie Nevers. Nevers, when he came out for 

Tubbs’ team at Central in 1919, was a gangling kid from Allouez, a suburb, without any hint of the prowess that was to 

make him twice a unanimous all-American fullback. He couldn’t run. He didn’t know how to use his legs. He proceeded 

about the gridiron in a sort of knock kneed shuffle and to the end of his brilliant career on the pro gridiron remnants of 

this queer gait remained with him. 

Likes Tricky Stuff 

Tubbs wouldn’t let him play football unless he came out for the track team, which he did, to his own disgust. Every kid in 

high school could beat him in any kind of a race but he learned how to use the powerful driving legs nature gave him and 

there was born an all-America back. 

Tubbs too the ungainly John Hancock, later all-western end from Iowa, and in two years developed him into the world’s 

interscholastic discus record. Hancock, now coach at Colorado Teachers’ college, was a horse of a boy, 17 years old, 204 

pounds stripped an no fat. To this day Tubbs, the idealist, will tell you Hancock should never have played football 

because he broke a finger in his right hand in 1922 during the Iowa-Yale game and after that never got the discus any 

farther away than 150 feet. It was always enough to clean up the Big Ten, but Tubbs says Hancock, with the all-important 

finger properly straightened, could have set a discus record that would have been unapproachable for years to come. 

Quiet, unassuming, even bashful, Tubbs, in those years at Central literally revolutionized football at the head of the 

lakes. He opened up the game, built up freak plays calling for tricky ball handling and with the combination of Hancock 

and Nevers and some more ran up scores against opposing teams that often totaled over 100 points. At Miami, the folks 

should look for some interesting stuff from this inventor-coach. If it’s one of those “impossible to execute” plays, a Tubbs 

team will probably try it. It may fail miserably but when it works it will be a marvel to behold. 


